
BEHAVIOUR
TheThe Jamaican Coney is nocturnal 

(active at nights) and feeds on roots, 

bark, shoots, fruit, and foliage of many 

different plants. They spend most of 

their time on the ground but they also 

jump and climb. Coneys can run fast 

when startled, however, they generally 

move about in a move about in a waddling manner.  

Coneys are social creatures living in 

family groups ranging from two to ten  

individuals. Reproduction is slow with 

litters of only 2 pups twice per year.  

The Jamaican Coney, a Protected Species and another of our National Treasures

DISTRIBUTION
Not much is known about the distribu-

tion of the Jamaican Coney on the 

island because of its secretive habits. 

Once considered to be plentiful and 

widespread, the animal is now 

restricted to remote limestone areas in 

hills and mountainous regions where 

there is an abundance of natural 

crevices and tunnels. Currently, the 

largest known population is found in 

the eastern end of the island in the 

parishes of Portland and St. Thomas. 
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The Jamaican 
Coney

or Jamaican Hutia 
(Geocapromys brownii)


