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With technical assistance from the Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide (ELAW), the Jamaica Environment Trust (JET) evaluated the Terms of Reference (TOR) for the New Harbour Village Housing Development in St. Catherine.  

We found the TOR to be reasonably comprehensive.  We have the following suggestions:-

(1) A Detailed Erosion Management Plan is Needed  

The developers of the proposed project (Gore Developers) will likely clear a large area of 

vegetation to make way for building sites and roads for the 845 housing units.  After clearing 

the vegetation, a large area of bare soil will be exposed to the elements.  When it rains, large 

quantities of this soil can erode into nearby surface water, causing several serious environmental 

problems, such as sedimentation and nutrient over-enrichment.  Erosion is especially 

problematic in places like Jamaica that experience short periods of intense rainfall (storms).  


For a detailed presentation of the issue of erosion control and management 
for construction sites, see:

Construction Site Erosion Control and Storm Water Management
http://dnr.wisconsin.gov/org/water/wm/nps/stormwater/const.htm

Soil Erosion And Sediment Control On Construction Sites
http://www.des.state.nh.us/factsheets/wqe/wqe-6.htm

 (2) Sustainable Water Consumption

It appears the project intends to use an existing well to supply potable water.  Based on average per capita residential water use rates, it would be reasonable to assume that each housing unit would need 200 gallons per day, or about 73,000 gallons (275,000 liters) per year.

Page 5 of the ToR (Task #4 – Identification of Potential Impacts) makes no 
mention of the potential impact of the proposed project on the long-term availability of groundwater resources.  The TOR should make it explicit that the EIA must include a quantitative assessment of the capacity of the proposed water source to meet the housing development’s estimated water demand for the long-term.

(2) Air Pollution/Public Health
We are not sure of the precise location of this development, but the possibility of public health issues arising out of proximity to cane fires and/or agricultural pesticide applications should be explored.
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