Ref. 2006-14017-EP00019

August 21, 2006

Mr. Christopher Gore

Director

Gore Development Limited

2C Braemar Ave.

Kingston 10

Dear Sir:

Re: Environmental Permit Application for Housing Development at New Market Pen (St. Catherine)
The Terms of Reference (ToR) dated June 28, 2006 has been reviewed with comments incorporated from selected stakeholders. The following represents the issues raised as a result of that review:
GENERAL COMMENTS

· A detailed erosion plan is needed which will address the possibility of serious environmental problems caused from severe soil loss due to the intended removal of vegetative cover. Thus resulting in increase sedimentation and nutrient over-enrichment to the natural surface water sources.

· Mitigating measures should be introduced to reduce the health risk to potential workers/dwellers which may arise from cane field fires and/or agricultural pesticide use.

· The EIA should address the disposal site and/or retention capacity for storm water that will be generated from a proposed site of this magnitude and the potential impact of storm drain-off on other communities. Also the potential environmental impact of the proposed project on the long-term availability of ground water resources.

· If the well drilled on the property is to be pumped, the appropriate buffer zone around the well must be established and adhered to. 

· There shall be no surface drainage toward the well and no water should be allowed to settle near the well.
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· Regulation from the developer’s manual requires a setback of 30m of any soil absorptive sewage system away from wells. There shall be no development within the buffer zone.

· Housing developments sited on lands once used for agriculture, may suffer from termite infestation. It is recommended that the application of subsurface chemicals/pesticides be prohibited within a 200m radius of the well.

Please amend the terms of reference as a matter of urgency so as to enable the continued processing of this application. 

Any reply or subsequent reference to this communication should be addressed to the Chief Executive Officer, to the attention of Mr. Richard Gardner, and the above reference number quoted.

Yours sincerely

Leonard Francis

for Chief Executive Officer/Government Town Planner

cc. Dr. Margaret Williams – Director, Environmental Solutions Limited.

      Ms. Francis Blair – Manager, Applications Secretariat Branch NEPA.

