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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

INTRODUCTION 

In keeping with the principles embodied in Agenda 21, the professional interdisciplinary conduct 

of an EIA requires that public consultation be conducted among the affected populations and the 

stakeholders, primarily to obtain their views, concerns and issues, among other things and to 

address these in the EIA process. 

One of the public consultation processes involve meetings with the affected populations and 

communities. 

In this regard, the National Environment & Planning Agency (NEPA) also requires that a 

mandatory public meeting be held in respect of Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) for 

proposed development usually after submission of the EIA to complete the application process. 

Using NEPAôS guidelines for public meetings two voluntary consultation meetings were 

convened at the Church of God in Christ, Salt River, Clarendon on Tuesday February 5, 2008 

and the Salt River Gospel Assembly, Salt River, Clarendon on February 20, 2008 to inform, 

educate and even more importantly to obtain the views of the immediate communities on this 

proposed project.  

Distributing flyers, posting of notices and using a town crier were strategies used to announce the 

events in the various communities close to the proposed Port and Transport Corridor, Salt River, 

Clarendon. 

The meetings were convened under the chairmanship of Ms. Daisy Thomas with presentation 

from Dr. Conrad Douglas, President and Managing Director, Conrad Douglas and Associates 

Limited (CD&A). Several other representatives from Rinker Jamaica Limited, CEMEX, Conrad 

Douglas and Associates Limited and the Clarendon Parish Council were present. There were 60 

and 127 persons in attendance at the meetings held at the Church of God in Christ and the Salt 
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River Gospel Assembly, respectively. The attendance registers are shown in appendix 5 and 

appendix 10. 

The meetings were recorded ad verbatim by a highly qualified and experienced court 

stenographer.  

The salient points of the meetings are listed below and are also illustrated in the pie chart.    

QUESTIONS AND ISSUES RAISED BY PARTICIPANTS AT FIRST MEETING  

1. Who is NEPA? 

2. How will blasting affect the communities? 

3. Will there be employment for residents of the nearby Salt River, Bratts Hill, Mitchell 

Town, Corn Piece, Hayes and Tarentum communities? 

4. Will Rinker Jamaica Limited/CEMEX provide the residents of the communities with 

water? 

5. How will the community benefit from the proposed development? 

6. When will the project begin? 

QUESTIONS AND ISSUES RAISED BY PARTICIPANTS AT SECOND  MEETING  

1. Could the warehouse at Salt River be used for the storage of aggregates? 

2. Will the flow of water from the top of the hill leading to the Salt River Springs be 

affected by the blasting? 

3. How will the residents be compensated for the exceedance in noise levels, discomfort and 

nuisance experienced from the proposed development? 

4. What arrangements will be made between residents and the operators of the proposed 

project? 

5. Where will the conveyor belt run? 

6. What is the maximum depth that mining will be done? 

7. How will potable water be sourced to the proposed quarry?  
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CONCERNS AND ISSUES RAISED BY PARTICIPANTS  AT FIRST MEETING 

1. NEPA should be contacted before the project implements. 

2. Issues relating to the effect of blasting on homes in the surrounding area. 

3. Method of compensating for damages done to homes due to blasting. 

4. The disturbance of the fishing nursery and the removal of mangroves due to dredging and 

the set up of the port and conveyor corridor. 

5. There is few employment opportunities within the surrounding area. 

CONCERNS AND ISSUES RAISED BY PARTICIPANTS  AT SECOND  MEETING 

1. The surrounding communities have poor water systems. 

2. Issues relating to mining such as dust and noise pollution and its adverse effect it has on 

the environment and the lives of the residents in the community. 

3. The risk of exposing other areas to hurricane by mining. 

4. Concerns relating to repairing houses damaged by blasting. 

5. Set up of a monitoring committee to undertake monitoring pre and post blasting 

procedures. 

6. Priority attention is given to people in the community with regards to job opportunities 

from the proposed development. 
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Concerns and Issues Raised by Participants Regarding the Proposed 

Development
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FIGURE 1: CONCERNS AND I SSUES RAISED BY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT  

CONCLUSIONS  

The voluntary consultation meetings were effectively presented, questions answered and issues 

raised by the participants concerning the proposed Port and Transportation Corridor. These were 

diligently recorded for Rinker Jamaica Limited/CEMEX consideration.
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Public Consultation Meeting  

for  

the Proposed Port Facility and Conveyor Corridor  

to be Developed by  

Rinker Jamaica Limited, Rocky Point, Clarendon,  

February 5, 2008  

held at  

the Church of God in Christ, Salt River, Clarendon. 

  

CHAIRMAN:  Chairman good evening everyone.  We will ask Miss Longmore to open 

prayer.    

P R A Y E R. Okay happy to see those of us who turn up at short notice. I only hope that 

other persons will turn up but because of the time I will just introduce Dr. 

Conrad Douglas and he will make his presentation.  Please sit back and 

listen to what he has to say and there will be a question and answer 

segment after where you can ask questions. 

DR. DOUGLAS: Thank you very much Miss Daisy for your very concise introduction.  

Ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of Rinker Jamaica Limited, and Conrad 

Douglas and Associates Limited as well as Cemex, a company which has 

recently acquired Rinker and which has been established in Jamaica in 

recent times, in particular with Rugby Jamaica Limited at the JAMALCO 

plant and even many years before a partner in the Cement Company 

Jamaica Limited. I take great pleasure in welcoming you to this public 

consultation meeting in respect of the Environmental Impact Assessment 

for the proposed upgrade to the existing JAMALCO Rocky Point Port 

which will be, once permitted, developed to a port which will also be 

engaged in the shipment of limestone from Jamaica to markets overseas 

and also the transportation corridors which will take the form of conveyors 

that will transport this material from the quarry which exists in Brazilletto 

at the present time down to the portside where it will be stockpiled and 

stored before being loaded into the vessels and transported away from 

Jamaica.   

 

The second part of the purpose of the meeting which is the most important 

part is to obtain your views, your knowledge, your experiences and your 

concerns about the proposed project so that we can take this into account 

when we are proceeding with the Environmental Impact Assessment and I 

must tell you that this is very very important, it forms a part of what is 

known as the public consultation process and it is a requirement of one of 

the treaties and conventions that Government of Jamaica is a signatory to 

which is known as Agenda 21 which came out of a special meeting in Rio 

de Janeiro and apart from that Convention it is universally recognized that 

if you are going to do anything new in the the environment that requires an 
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Environmental Impact Assessment you must consult with the persons, the 

population, the people who could be affected as a result of this project, 

you must. And the important thing is that you need to get the feelings, the 

knowledge, the concerns, those issues that the person has, that is the 

purpose of it and it is a requirement of any properly conducted EIA, that is 

Environmental Impact Assessment that this consultation process is done.  

This is the first in a series of such consultation meetings that we will be 

carrying out to members of the public.  This one will be followed by a 

second one, in another two to three weeks time, we think probably around 

the 20th of February or so and of course you will be properly invited and 

you will be given better notice than you got this time and we apologize for 

the very short notice that you got this time most profusely and we are glad 

that you still found it possible to forgive us and to cooperate and come 

here this evening, so no disrespect, no offence meant.  

 

The third event in the consultation process which will start very soon as 

well is that we are going to have what is known as a socio economic 

survey being done in which you are going to see interviewers from all the 

EIA team in your communities and they will have survey instruments and 

they will come household to household to implement a sample, they won't 

go to every household because it is not a census, it is a survey and it 

means just about four to five percent of the total population in different 

electoral  divisions will be asked the questions and asked to fill out the 

questionnaire, so you are going to see these persons coming and they are 

going to be asking you to give them your support and cooperate with them 

if you are so disposed, of course, to help them to fill out these 

questionnaires.  This is called the social and economic survey instrument 

or study and it is sometimes also known as the socio-cultural survey in 

which a lot of information is obtained about the persons living in the 

general area. Okay.  

 

The final presentation is one that is mandated by law, in this case NEPA 

and this one is after the Environmental Impact Assessment has been 

completed, we have to advertise the meeting in the newspapers and give 

sufficient notice, usually about twenty-one days or so, but if NEPA sees fit 

they can exercise discretion and say do it in fourteen days but make 

certain that the information gets out to the population through the use of 

other media, town criers, radio and so on, that people are properly 

informed, fliers, etcetera, notices in the area, post office, police station, 

churches, schools and so on and so forth. At that meeting, the EIA would 

have been completed, the EIA would have been placed in different 

locations so that you could go and read it and make your notes and take 

them to the meeting to ask questions. After that meeting which will be 

recorded in a similar way, we have to prepare a faithful, detailed, accurate, 

exact report, word for word what was said by each and everyone of us 

present, we have to have a record of attendance to show that you were 
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here and we have to provide evidence to show that the meeting was 

properly advertised and this is called the public meeting report which then 

has to be presented to NEPA and it is a part of the review process.  Even 

after that the public consultation is not complete, even after that you have 

thirty days in which you can write into NEPA especially if you were not at 

the meeting to state any other issues or concerns that you have and NEPA 

then proceeds to review the EIA document as well as the public meeting.   

 

Now having said that let me emphasize once more, this is not providing 

you with the findings of an EIA because we are not at that stage yet, it is 

more like what Rinker intends to do or proposes to do at this time and let 

me also stress that Miss James, our court's stenographer is recording word 

for word everything that is being said and before I proceed any further let 

me just say that with me this evening, I am Conrad Douglas and I am the 

principal of Conrad Douglas and Associates, the environmental 

management firm that has been selected by Rinker to do this project and 

we have been in existence for over twenty-two and half years now and we 

are the first company of this kind in Jamaica to do environmental 

management services in the private sector and we have done work 

throughout most of the world, similar type of work.  With me this evening 

I have Mr. Wayne Morris, a Staff Chemical Engineer at the company, he 

is presently asking members of the audience to sign the register and we 

also have Mr. Doran Beckford, a Process and Environmental Engineer 

employed to the company, Conrad Douglas and Associates Limited. In the 

audience, not a member of staff of Conrad Douglas and Associates, we 

have one of Jamaica's finest mining engineers who is the Project 

Development Consultant to Rinker and his name is Mr. Audley Roberts.  

He is right here.  Some of you know Mr. Roberts already and so, that is 

the team that we have here with us this evening and so ladies and 

gentlemen, I am going to now quickly proceed as we put the thing in 

context and perspective, just say what it is about. Thank you.   

 

In making the presentation this is what we are going to do very quickly to 

say who is going to do this thing, what they are going to do, where, when, 

why, how, what is involved in the Environmental Impact Assessment 

process. 

  

Very briefly, the potential impacts that we see from this project even at 

this stage when it is not yet complete, and what will be done to avoid or 

make these impacts  less severe or where they are beneficial, what could 

be done in the future to maximise them and basically the outline or 

framework for environmental monitoring, okay.  

 

Now who is Rinker?  Rinker Jamaica  as I mentioned is a wholly owned 

subsidiary of the Rinker Group and the Rinker Group was recently 

purchased by Cemex. Rinker/Cemex is one of the world's top ten 
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construction materials companies and they operate operations in 

aggregates, that is stones and so on, crushed, sized and washed, cement, 

concrete, asphalt and concrete pipe and products and they have also 

recently acquired Brazilletto  quarry up the road which most of you are 

familiar I am sure, or you pass the entrance almost every day and this was 

formerly owned by Chemical Lime Plant which is Chemical Lime Jamaica 

Limited and that company has its headquarters in Texas. 

 

What will they do if they are permitted, what do they plan to do?  They 

plan to construct a port and conveyor corridor  at Rocky Point in 

Clarendon and as I mentioned earlier this will be from the port to the 

quarry or if you wish the other way around,  from the quarry to port so 

they can transport by conveyor system the crushed, sized and washed rock 

stone down to the port where it is stockpiled and then into the system, that 

is what they plan to do.  

 

Now, in doing the construction of the port, they will have to, even before 

the designs are complete, do a bit of dredging in the area close to the 

JAMALCO  port, right beside, to create a ship channel and also create a 

turning basin, they have to do that because they are going to  take in 

bigger ships, sixty thousand ton vessels and they require greater depth in 

order to come in and berth up against the shore.  That is one of the things 

they plan to do.  When they excavate the material from the seafloor, then 

the same material they are going to go use it to landfill against the existing 

port so that they will be creating land or engaging in what is known 

sometimes as land reclamation.   

 

Now, the next thing they are going to do is to upgrade and expand the 

Brazilletto quarry to increase output levels of limestone aggregates.  

Presently the Brazilletto quarry produces some five hundred thousand tons 

per year, just about, maybe less but not more and they are going to expand 

this to produce six to ten million tons per year of crushed, sized and 

washed limestone aggregates for the export market.  I want to emphasize 

at this point, that at this stage this EIA is not concerned with the 

Brazilletto quarry in terms of the expansion to six to ten million tons per 

year, that's another EIA or Environmental Impact Assessment in itself, 

however, because Rinker owns that quarry and because they produce this 

half a million tons per year, ultimately they are going to have to produce 

more limestone but that is another EIA in itself. Okay.   

 

Now the investment is not yet finalized and we know or probably you 

don't, but we know that Rinker has been here in Jamaica for about four to 

five years now looking at our limestone resources, trying to find out the 

most suitable location for which they could set up an operation of this 

type.  Even without the design being complete it is looking like this 

upgraded port facility and the conveyor corridor for transportation will 
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cost in the order of about three hundred million US dollars.  That's a big 

investment by any standard, anywhere in the world and for Jamaica it is 

very very big.  

 

The proposed facility will be constructed at Rocky Point which is 

Clarendon which is close to JAMALCO Rocky Point, in fact this is an 

extended part of JAMALCO Rocky Point port, that is what it is proposed 

to do and as you know Rocky Point has been in operation for about fifty 

years. First instance it was set up by JAMALCO to export raw bauxite and 

then when the alumina plant was commissioned in 1970, then it started to 

produce alumina and of course ship alumina as well.  So, it is not an 

activity which is entirely new to the area and for this reason it is called a 

brown site operation which will be expanded and not a green field 

operation.  So we need to know that a lot of things that are in the 

environment around that area, the so called baseline are things which the 

area has experienced for over fifty years or just about fifty years already.  

 

All right, the routing of the conveyor corridor from the Brazilletto quarry 

to the proposed facility, this will be done via the Salt River community, 

your community.  At present, as I said the engineering design is not done, 

the design engineers are for example engaged in determining the best 

route and best kind of technology to ensure that we have the most modern 

type of facility established in Jamaica, it is not yet finalized and once this 

is done and we come back to you at the next meeting we will be able to 

share some more of this information with you and get more views from 

you, you understand, so it's a process we are in right now. 

 

The project, when will it start, the project will start up immediately upon 

receipt of a permit to do so from NEPA. Right now the permit and 

licensing process,  NEPA requires that once you make the application, you 

do the EIA, you have to go through everything with the review internally, 

with external agencies, you have to invite them and then go through the 

public meeting consultation and then they will ask any questions that they 

want clarified, we go through, respond to them and then after that they 

will determine whether they will issue a permit or not.  What this is 

saying, in the event that NEPA says go ahead and permit the project, they 

are going to proceed with the construction as I outlined and this 

construction will take place in about three years, complete from start to 

finish.  

 

Why is this being done?  Why is Rinker considering or proposing to do a 

project like this in Jamaica?  The simple answer ladies and gentlemen, that 

Jamaica has an abundance of high quality limestone which has not been 

developed to or anywhere near its potential and this limestone is ranked 

among the very best in the entire world.  Jamaica has all kinds of 

limestone, we have the so called calcitic limestone, dolomitic limestone, 
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aragonitic limestone, limestone good for pharmaceutical usage, limestone 

good for chemical usage, limestone good for metal allergic purposes and 

so on and on forth, and you have got to recognise that limestone has the 

greatest uses of all materials known to mankind and so this is a major part 

of our heritage again, natural heritage, this is a part of what God has 

endowed us with, blessed us with in Jamaica and bauxite, ladies and 

gentlemen, is not too far from being exhausted, in another thirty years, 

forty, maybe fifty if you stretch it, we are going to finish processing the 

bauxite in Jamaica. What next?  We have to look to our limestone 

resources and as long as we extract it wisely with the best available 

technology and zone it, then this will be what could be another mineral 

being developed to sustain Jamaica's future social and economic 

development. So that is part of the reason.   

 

Now, Rinker proposes at this stage to use crushed, sized and washed 

limestone aggregates, that is their finished product, of different sizes and 

this will be exported to supply Rinker's foreign markets, it is all for the 

export market, so it means that Jamaica and Rinker obviously will earn 

foreign exchange from this activity also.   

 

Now this means that there will be a potentially vast increase in investment 

revenue in Jamaica in respect of the US$300M and also in terms of the 

sale of limestone afterward and obviously in doing this, there is bound to 

be the creation of jobs which we so badly need for every single phase of 

the project; the project development phase that we are now engaged in as 

well as the construction phase and also the operations phase, that is when 

the construction is completed and they have started to extract more 

limestone. 

 

How will this be done?  The main operation will involve drilling, some of 

this has already be done, practically complete to prove how much of this 

material is there, because you must know how much of what you have to 

determine if it is economically feasible to extract it.  This has basically 

been done already. Then of course blasting is a common practice in 

technology of this kind in which you have to use explosives to dislodge 

the limestone and this is followed by crushing, sizing and washing of the 

limestone aggregates and you wash it to remove fine ... and when wash it 

the water you use is well water, you collect it in a pond and you recycle it, 

so you reduce the amount of water that you use to do the washing from 

time to time. So it is a method of resource conservation.  Then the 

crushed, sized and washed limestone aggregates will be transported via the 

transportation corridor at Brazilletto quarry and stockpiled close to the 

proposed port.  

 

The stockpiling of finished limestone aggregates will be loaded into sixty 

thousand tons capacity PANAMAX vessels, these are large ships using a 
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high capacity ship loader and this ship loader is specially designed that 

once you take up the limestone and you convey it to the ship loader, the 

ship loader or chute goes right into the bottom of the ship, into the ship's 

hole so that there is no space between where the limestone is being 

discharged, it is not exposed to the atmosphere and before it starts getting 

into the ship, do you understand, so that the wind cannot blow any particle 

and cause dusting from the limestone, all right, that is the idea. 

 

The port is expected to receive about two to four of these sixty thousand 

tons vessels per week to facilitate project throughput level, that is, 

facilitate shipment of the amount as planned, that is the two hundred and 

forty thousand tonnes per week we are talking about at the maximum 

level.  A ship's channel and turning basin must be developed for the 

vessels to berth by dredging a one hundred meter-wide area to a depth of 

fourteen meters. So consider Asafa Powell in a one hundred meter race, 

the distance that he runs from start to finish is one hundred meters, so 

consider the National Stadium and you get an idea of how wide the 

channel would have to be dredged.  Of course fourteen meters, and you 

know one meter is three feet, so you can see how deep that will be, that is 

forty-two meters deep, roughly.  That is the depth that they are seeking so 

this size vessels can go in.   

 

This slide illustrates to you what is meant by all of this. This is the 

approximate location of the shoreline by the existing JAMALCO port.  

This is where the ship would berth up, where you would dock up the ship, 

right here. This gives an idea of what the size of a ship would be like, 

follow, this shows you the channel which has to be dredged so that the 

ship can come in here comfortably and this shows you the turning basin 

here that must be dredged so that the ship can turn around in this area and 

this shows you the channel as it leads right up to the berthing facilities.  

You see, so this is the area that must be dredged so that it can work and 

this is right here at JAMALCO Rocky Point port.  If you look at this inset 

here on the lower left hand corner, called the key plan, if you can see it 

from where you sit, you see it's reduced to a much smaller size so you can 

see how it fits together.  So basically this is one of the major elements of 

this project that is being proposed by Rinker. 

 

We move to the next one. Now the Environmental Impact Assessment 

process, what does it involve?  The Environmental Impact Assessment 

process is something that is now universal, it's something that is integral to 

any development process, it is a predictive tool that tries to determine the 

potential impact,  negative or positive of any proposed development and to 

develop the sort of mitigation or avoidance measures that's necessary in 

order to conserve environmental resources and protect human population, 

their health, their safety and the resources which they defend on.  That is 

fundamentally what is involved in the Impact Assessment. And the NRCA 
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Act of 1991 requires that for certain types of projects that fall  within the 

prescribed category,  an Environmental Impact Assessment must be done 

and we are of the view, given our experience, that this project is going to 

require one, so the application that was put into NEPA we are now waiting 

the final detailed terms of references, the guidelines, the generic from 

them so that we can finalize one to conduct the study.  This is why I 

pointed out to you, this is a part of a process from the beginning.  So it 

must be against NEPA's approved guidelines and terms of reference.  It is 

something that we know they have, the generic terms of reference for and 

which they asked us to comment on and submit to them and then they will 

finalize and we proceed with greater pace in terms of implementation. 

 

The EIA will be investigated and assessed thoroughly in respect of some 

of the following things we are sure are practically inescapable.  The 

policies, the legislations, the standards, the regulations, these are things 

that must be researched. The biophysical environment, that is the live 

forms, animals and plants and the physical part, the geology which has to 

do with soil types, rocks and so, and their formation and structure as well 

as things like the water resources, the hydrology and also gladomy and 

certain types of risks. The geophysical has got to be investigated as well 

and I just mentioned some of this and then there is the hydrology or water 

resources.  

 

We then have to investigate natural hazards and risks, marine 

environment, because we have resources in that area, in Portland Bite, and 

terrestrial and riverine ecology, that means, what is there on the land and 

what are in the rivers and steams in the area must be investigated, the bird 

life, water quality must be assessed, air quality has to be assessed and we 

have to carry out measurements on noise level, background levels to see 

what kind of noise level prevail in the area at certain time.   

 

Then we have to do natural hazards and risk assessment, that is hurricane, 

earthquake, and things like that, how frequently they occur, what kind of 

problems you have in the area with them and so on, what are the best 

procedures and practices we  use to mitigate them, to minimise them if and 

when they should occur.    

 

Then we have to do the socio-cultural assessment as I mentioned earlier, 

which involves determining who are the people living in the area, where 

do they live in the area, how do they live in the area, how do they obtain a 

living and so on and how could this project impact on them both 

negatively and positively.  

 

Then of course there is the identification of potential environmental 

impact and mitigation and these are all major sections of the EIA report. 
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In doing this, as I said we have to look at a number of policies, a number 

of laws, regulations and standards, this is called the regulatory or legal 

framework for the Environmental Impact Assessment. I mentioned earlier 

that we will analyse Agenda 21 and this is what we are actually 

implementing here by way of the public consultation this evening.  We 

have to look at the NRCA Act and see what is required, which is what I 

told you, the application process and the terms of reference and the EIA 

consultation, all of this is part of what NRCA Act requires.  And in the 

Wildlife Protection Act, because there is wildlife in the area and they are 

very important resources so you want to minimize the impact on them or 

conserve them for future use.  The Beach Control Act because we are on 

to the beach, the coast, the Watershed Protection Act, the Town and 

Country Planning Act, the Water Resources Act and the Underground 

Water Control Act.  The Water Resources Act actually embraces most of 

what is in the Underground Water Control Act of 1959.  

 

Because we might have some heritage resources in the area meaning 

historical heritage resources, artifacts and so on, it's important that we also 

investigate the Jamaica National Heritage Trust Act and see how what is 

planned matches up with that and see what provisions ought to be made to 

make sure that the  resources that are of historical value and importance 

are preserved. There is also the Public Health Act of 1926 and 1974 and 

the Environmental Control Division, ECD, and I see we have 

representatives here from the Clarendon Parish Council for example this 

evening and they also play a major role, a critical role in all of this 

process.   

 

Then there is the Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management Act.  

We have all heard of ODPEM from time to time in the various hurricanes 

and so on and floods etcetera and we have to see what is the area like in 

terms of how the land is shaped, what's the drainage, what is the 

topography, how high it is above sea level, what is likely or could happen 

during emergency so that Rinker would have to develop what is known as 

an emergency response plan in the event that any of these things should 

happen so that they can properly address the situation.   

 

Then there is the National Solid Waste Management Authority Act which 

again subsumes the Anti-Litter Act, so we have to look at that to see what 

must be done in the terms of solid waste management, garbage waste, how 

it is properly disposed of so we do not harm the environment, we don't 

have improper burning of waste and residues, to produce any types of ...  

emission that would be problematic and you don't have disposal of litter so 

that it gets transported into the marine and riverine environment and cause 

any problem and similarly you have to look at the Occupational Safety and 

Health Act which is in draft form and this is a part of what the Ministry of 

Labour would require. 



 

 
Conrad Douglas & Associates Limited 20 CD*PRJ-1054/07 

Voluntary Public Consultation Report  EIA for Port and Transportation Corridor 

 

Potential and negative impacts. Just at a glance and from our experience, 

without the study being really, I would say fully under way, completely 

under way and without the data being collected and the full analysis being 

done, we recognise that any project of this size, that we might perhaps 

have potential environmental impacts that develop from the project 

implementation and these are as follows.  One the clearing of vegetation, 

changing the drainage regime, changing the runoff water quality, and if it 

should become more turbid, we could transport materials that were never 

present there before and so on, you could have noise and vibration at 

certain times of the day which you have not experienced in the past and 

maybe you won't have any, but for this reason I say we have to do, let's 

say, an audiometric survey which is to do a noise survey to see what you 

are presently exposed to in the environment, air quality such as dust 

formation and dust dispersion from vehicles travelling on the road and 

from stockpile in which we don't have aggregates being properly washed 

and so on, what must be done to reduce or mitigate these things or to avoid 

them. Then water, if you have .... water close to the drainage regime, you 

could affect the amount of water in the area or you could change the water 

quality so we have to look at that and examine that and investigate it and 

analyse and assess it.   

 

Socio-economic, this could be causing changes, there could be changes in 

the use of the land, jobs being created, demand for goods, demand for 

services at every single phase of the project, so we are going to see how 

this could possibly benefit the community by way of maximising some of 

these positive things that could happen. Quarry rehabilitation, it's a 

requirement of the law that you have to rehabilitate a quarry and clearly if 

you are engaged in anything like quarrying or mining it means you were 

changing the surface of the land, so you have to make provision under the 

law to rehabilitate what has been mined. And in this case we are dealing 

with the Mining Act and the Mining Act really tells us that any company 

in modern Jamaica that plans to quarry or mine any area must rehabilitate 

that area within a set period of time and for this reason the company must 

post a bond with the Government of Jamaica and this bond is to the value 

of US$25,000 per hectare of land that will be disturbed or just over two 

point two acres or thereabout, so you can see that this is now a very 

serious thing so we ensure that whosoever is doing this project don't just 

simply do it and walk away, Government of Jamaica reserves the right to 

effect the rehabilitation but we know that Rinker/Cemex is a responsible 

corporate citizen and therefore even without this they will move towards 

implementing this.   

 

Other potential negative impacts --  the marine environment, construction 

and operation.  Construction, you are going to have to do the dredging, 

invariably you are going to lose some marine life, is it rare, is it 
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endangered, is it threatened, can it be restored, can it be rehabilitated, and 

these are the issues we will ask, what is that will be lost and then during 

the dredging you are going to have some amount of dredging plume. The 

fact is though that most of this dredged material, what we are accustomed 

to will be used to create land, so some of the threats that we usually have, 

we won't have them this time around and then operation, this is not the 

kind of operation that will be problematic, because you are not dealing 

with any other type of material except for shipping out the limestone, okay 

and if that is even the case in the short term then provision will be made to 

deal with it.   

 

Solid waste management, very important and we have to make certain that 

the provisions of the law and practices of Rinker/Cemex take into account 

the best pratices in keeping with what the requirement of the laws of 

Jamaica are.  

 

Waste water management, your waste water of course is water from your 

restaurants, your household, your factory in the form of waste water from 

the use of toilets and waste water from washing dishes, washing hands, 

bathing and so on. In the case of toilet water, it is called black water, in the 

case of wash up water, it is called grey water.  When you combine both of 

them it's known as waste water and there are different systems that must 

be used to deal with waste water.  Rinker/Cemex, they are committed to 

using the best available technology for waste water management as they 

are for all other aspects of the project, in this case they are thinking even at 

this stage of using a tertiary system for waste water treatment.   

 

Change in land use. Invariably you are extending the land, you are putting 

things on the land and therefore the present usage to which the land is put 

is going to change and that is one fundamental basis from which you must 

start.  

 

Aesthetics, there could be changes in aesthetics although there will not be 

any visual inclusion from this project. During the construction phase, if 

you go down to the port side, clearly you are going to see some changes in 

aesthetics but apart from that only during the construction and if you fly 

over will you see any real difference by flying over the area.  

 

Potential positive impacts  --  the positive impacts, potential ones are 

employment opportunities, that is job creation, increase in foreign 

exchange earnings, improvement in the shipping channel which 

will  generally serve the area because JAMALCO will also enjoy the 

facilities, presently,  in future and if they are going to do an expansion 

again for bringing in large machinery and equipment and there will be 

improvement in the berthing facility so they can put in this those large 

PANAMAX type vessels and obviously increase in the usage capacity of 
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the port.  

 

Impact ID and mitigation, it is very early days yet to identify these things 

without the project being at a very very advance stage in terms of all the 

studies, but clearly, there is the potential through removal of vegetation, 

loss of habitat and changes in aesthetics.  These can be readily 

rehabilitated through proper creative conservation and landscaping, one 

could also create buffer zones.  In the marine environment, there is 

potential sedimentation and silt deposits from dredging will be minimised 

through the use of silt screens, that is things which contain the particles 

around the area being dredged.  

 

Solid waste handling and disposal -- I mentioned this previously, we need 

to maintain and improve the existing regime.  We need to enter new 

contracts with private solid waste handlers,  that is people who move 

garbage and that kind of thing so that it is properly done.   

 

Fugitive dust --  if you don't wet exposed surfaces you could have dust 

being blown from them and therefore you could have air pollution and 

some noise and vibration, that's separate.  

You have to use modern mining and quarrying techniques and technology 

which is what they do.   

 

What if they are permitted to proceed? You will see from this project there 

is something of an order of technology that we have never seen before in 

Jamaica, it will be the latest so called cutting edge, state of the art 

technology that we see in a modern quarry and mine.  

 

I mentioned earlier we use the telescopic chute, so that we ensure that 

instead of the limestone being delivered to the bottom of the ship from up 

in the air, that actually the chute goes down into the ship so the limestone 

is not exposed to be blown by the wind.  And then we say we use a sound 

and effective dust suppression regime.  The detailed form that that we will 

use will come out of the EIA as we proceed.  Proper maintenance and 

efficient use of equipment with  appropriate parts such as silencers to 

minimise noise, because we know that you don't want to have any 

irritation, any disturbance, where there is the potential for this, whether 

through the operation, blasting, heavy machinery and equipment and also 

through the conveyor system, appropriate actions will have to be taken 

from design stage to see that this is kept to the barest minimum possible. 

 

Drainage  -- drainage is very important and you have to make certain 

whatever is done to change the drainage or the surface of the land, the 

existing drainage features will be maintained at a minimum because you 

don't want any undue flooding and problem during heavy rainfall and 

hurricane events and so on.  The implementation of the new drainage 
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designs and these must comply with what is required by the Central 

Government  as well as also Local Government, the Clarendon Parish 

Council and so the National Works Agency's standards for example are 

being used as the guidelines to design the drainage system for the 

expanded and upgraded coast.  

 

Quarry Rehabilitation, a complete detailed mining plan will have to be 

developed by Rinker and also a rehabilitation plan will have to be 

developed to show how the areas that have been mined will be reclaimed 

or rehabilitated and this will be a part of what has to be presented in this 

EIA process and what is required by NEPA and required by the 

Commissioner of Mine and obviously even after the permit is posted, if it 

is obtained and then when NEPA is about to get on with the mining, 

before they can move one stone they have to post the bond with the 

Commissioner of Mine.  

 

Environmental monitoring --  one of the key things in any environmental 

management process is that in the event that you get a permit you must 

monitor to ensure that what you said you were going to do to avoid and 

mitigate impacts are done and so you must have a formal approved 

environmental monitoring plan and what this is saying ladies and 

gentlemen, at the very minimum we foresee even at this time that you are 

going to have to identify, that is before construction, that is 

pre-construction, any endemic endangered, rare, or protected species, you 

must identify that.   

 

Monitoring of any stockpile, you  have to monitor how the stockpiles are 

built up and how they are deplete and if they are conforming  in terms of 

the proper marking of material.  We have to monitor noise levels along the 

perimeter of the project area to ensure that the standard noise levels are 

not exceeded.  We also have to monitor air quality along the perimeters of 

the project area to ensure that ambient air quality is not exceeded. 

 

Construction phase, there will be implementation of a sound solid waste 

management system to ensure that packaging material, construction waste 

are properly managed and disposed of. Ambient air quality will also be 

monitored during construction.  There also will be monitoring of exposed 

soil areas for erosion, silting and sedimentation particularly during 

dredging and storm events and the water quality will be monitored during 

this phase.  As I mentioned at the beginning we have to determine what is 

the present water quality, if there are changes during the monitoring 

process for construction, we can advise those persons who are 

implementing the project what they must do to make certain they restore 

proper water quality.  

 

Heritage resources will be taken into consideration as I mentioned and this 
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is is a function of Jamaica National Heritage Trust.  For operation, that is 

after all the construction is done and you are going to operate the facility, 

then you need to monitor water quality, we also have to monitor air 

quality, that is to determine what is the suspended .... what levels and 

types of gases are there, if it is being changed and if negatively what must 

be done to ensure that acceptable quality is there.   

Noise level, this also must be monitored. 

Ladies and gentlemen that completes the presentation. As you can see at 

this stage, it is a combination of what Rinker and Cemex propose to do 

and what we foresee are some of the issues and things that we have to 

address at this stage.  As I told you earlier on, this is but one public 

consultation meeting in a process, a series of consultations.  We will be 

coming back out to you in different times, different shapes, different forms 

as the project proceeds so that you will have persons coming in to 

interview you against a standard set of questionnaire to do the socio-

cultural survey and we will come back with you in another two to three 

weeks or so which you will be properly notified to tell you how we are 

progressing and to again obtain your views which is an important part of 

this meeting and then finally when the EIA is completed we will have to 

come back to you as I mentioned to present the findings of the EIA and 

again get your views and even after that is done, as I mentioned at the 

beginning you have thirty days in which to submit any concerns you have 

to the regulatory agencies. I want to thank you again most wholeheartedly 

on behalf of the team, Rinker/Cemex and Conrad Douglas and Associates 

Limited and thank you for your kindness in attending at such short notice 

and we apologize most profusely for that and we promise you faithfully 

that we are not going to take the chance of coming to convene a meeting at 

such short notice in the future.   Thank you very much and we turn over 

the meeting to you at this stage to receive your concerns, any questions 

that you might have at this early stage that we could possibly, reasonably 

answer this evening.  Thank you very much.    

  

CHAIRMAN:  Any questions, any concerns.  Mr. Patrick Mohan.   

 

DR. DOUGLAS:  Before Mr. Mohan proceeds, may I ask to you to state your name and 

community because it is being recorded and we might have to get back to 

you to clarify anything. 

 

MR. MOHAN:           Patrick Mohan.  All that you said there, NEPA has to give the go ahead 

but before NEPA gives the go ahead, I think we should have some 

dialogue with NEPA before. 

 

DR. DOUGLAS:        On yes, that is a part of the consultation process as well that we do have 

dialogue with NEPA as we go from time to time, and that doesn't have to 
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wait until the EIA is finished, we are just sharing the information with you 

right now at this early stage so you get a clear idea, a picture of what we 

are proposing and what we will  be doing, so if you want any dialogue 

with NEPA, with any agency, Parish Council....  

 

MR. MOHAN:    Not everybody here knows what is NEPA and who is NEPA, the people 

need to understand.  

 

DR. DOUGLAS: Thank you Mr. Mohan.  NEPA is National Environment Planning Agency, 

for those of us who might not be aware and they are located at Caledonia 

Avenue, Kingston 5, Jamaica and they consist of three agencies at this 

time; one the Natural Resources Conservation Authority, the other one is 

Land Utilisation Commission and the third one is the Town Planning 

Department and the Town and Country Planning Authority, so that we are 

free because it's a public institution established in the interest of 

conserving our resources and they are funded because we are who we are, 

tax payers in Jamaica, so that any information you want from them you 

can freely get in touch with them and ask them to provide it or assist you 

as to where you can get it.  Thanks Mr. Mohan for that comment.  

 

MS JONES: I am Sheryl Jones from Torington. My concern is the blasting. At this 

present moment the houses in the area near to the ... factory, the walls, the 

floors, are damaged and we get no recompense because we spoke to them, 

it's a different concern, so now that they are going to do a different phase 

of it, how are we going to cope. 

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         Thank you very much for the information Sheryl. I can't say at this time 

what the compensation programme of Rinker will be, that is something 

which they will have to develop. What I can say to you is that the 

company is committed to carrying out what is known as pre-blast surveys 

of building structures and adhere to all of the proper procedures, post 

public notices and so on and after they conduct the blasting to go back and 

do a post blast survey and determine if they did any damage to your house. 

Clearly, all of that is not just a nice thing to do, it is something so that they 

can have an objective basis to determine the cause of the damage and if so, 

what they should do to compensate you for that damage, so you can be 

assured that is a programme which must be put in place.  I don't know 

what obtains at present with the present quarry but whatever it is, there 

must be a process that is put in place.  

 

MS JONES:           Nothing was put in place at the recent quarry. 

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         This is the sort of thing we want to hear come out be recorded now, and 

you will see that when the EIA is finished, these are things that are there, 

these are things that are going back to Rinker, this report will also, even 

though it is not a mandatory one, that is not required by law, this particular 
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one but it will also be a part of what is reported to them, so what you say 

at this meeting is not just something nice, it is something that is very 

useful. Thank you very much. 

 

CHAIRMAN: Any more questions, concerns. 

 

MR. MARAGH:        Winston Maragh.  

 

DR. DOUGLAS:        Counsellor Winston Maragh, very happy to have you, glad you found it 

possible to attend.  

 

MR. MARAGH:         I notice you have listed a lot of the things you will be looking at.  You 

were here before on a previous occasion when I think it was JPS wanted to 

put a plant in that same area around there. 

 

DR. DOUGLAS:        Yes. 

 

MR. MARAGH:         At the time our environmentalists in this area objected strongly to putting 

such a plant there as it is their belief and I am sure they are correct that 

this area has one of the largest fishing nurseries around that has been 

developed and I would like to say I think it was developed since 

JAMALCO or Alcoa put their port there fifty years ago and they wanted 

to protect that.  Now in doing so, we wouldn't want to stop any form of 

development or any form of job creation for our people because we know 

we have a major problem here with job opportunity in the area, but we 

would like Rinker to take into consideration the fact that the fishing 

nursery will be disturbed since you have to do all of that dredging and so 

on and also I am sure you will get  some amount of opposition to the fact 

that you will be removing the mangroves to put in this transport facility 

and you know how the environmentalists feel about removing mangroves.  

 

DR. DOUGLAS:        And we feel the same way like them too so we have to take the best 

action.  We will be operating on a completely scientific basis.  Anyway 

sorry to disturb you.  

 

MR. MARAGH:         I am aware you met with the technical officers from the Parish Council 

already and I am sure they are taking notes of what is being said and what 

will be submitted to us at the Parish Council for approval and whatever 

Rinker says they will do we will have to hold them responsible for 

whatever they say they will do and at the end of all of these community 

consultations and impact assessment and all of that, and whatever the 

outcome is, we at the Clarendon Parish Council will make sure all of that 

is carried out to protect both the interest of our people's health and the 

whole environmental impact that will be done, so we are looking forward 

to further consultation and I do hope and Sheryl made note of the fact of 

what has been taking place in the area, that is the Torington area, I do 
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hope that other citizens will come forward now and tell us what is 

happening so we can know how to factor all of this into whatever we will 

have to decide on later on. 

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         Mr. Maragh I want to, on behalf of all of us present here, thank you for 

those comments, very analytic and incisive and objective as you have 

always been and I should say at this very early stage ladies and gentlemen, 

that Portland Bite and Ridge represents a major natural resource in 

Jamaica.  In fact it is a declared protected area and it can be regarded as a 

multiple use park, very important because even in the same area we have 

the areas being zoned for industrialization in some parts with a number of 

activities on both sides.  We have the Torington Industrial Zone in which 

the present Brazilletto is located and we also have  WINDALCO shipping 

operation, this is taking place for sometime and we have JPSco on the 

other side, Jamaica Power Barge on the other side and so on but regardless 

of all of these things, we have the largest remaining single stand of 

mangroves in Jamaica in that area, and as Mr. Maragh rightly stated it is a 

nursery and hatchery for fish of all kinds, all types of fish, shellfish, dinner 

fish, fish that you put on your table, crab, salmon, shrimp and all of those 

and a lot of people depend on the resource right now and we know in that 

area some thirty two thousand people depend on that area for a living, 

recreation and for an income and so we have to take that into account.  I 

want to point out too, Mr. Maragh, that what Rinker proposes to do at this 

stage, Rinker/ CEMEX does not impact heavily on the mangrove, what 

will possibly be inside of the mangrove will be the footing on which the 

conveyor has to be suspended to go down there, but even so and this is not 

final in the design yet, there could be some damage or change to the 

mangrove, which means that if that takes place ladies and gentlemen it is 

called mangrove modification and if that is going to happen you have to 

apply for a mangrove modification license and to the extent that you 

remove, let's say a few square meters or whatever the size of the 

mangrove, you have to plant back three to four times the amount that you 

remove, so this is something that must be observed in carrying out this if 

and when it will be done so it is very important what Mr. Maragh said.   

 

Now allusion was also made by Mr. Maragh, because we met many years 

ago, right here when we were doing what is known as an environmental 

baseline study for JPSco coal fired power plant which was contemplated 

then.  That was abandoned since that time, not because of environmental 

reasons alone, I think it  could be economic reason then as well.  I am just 

saying this to try and give the assurance that whatever is done that could 

impact negatively on the environment, we have to take into account from 

now how to avoid it or to how to keep it to its barest minimum through 

best practice mitigation technology, so that you are not gaining something 

on the one hand and you are losing something even greater on the other 

hand that could impact the people's livelihood even worse, because you 
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wouldn't be going forward, you would be like taking one step forward and 

two steps backward, and we really don't want to be engaged in that 

exercise, we have to conserve all of the resources and use wisely all of 

them with which we have been blessed by the Almighty, so this is a part of 

what we have to take into account.  Invariably no one can deny, any 

environmental impact at all that you do, any environmental activities that 

you do must bear some impact and must carry some loss, it is how you 

manage them within the law and to suit those who could be affected like 

yourself, that is what is the important thing, best management practices in 

conserving and protecting and preserving environmental resources.   

Thanks again and this is something that must be addressed.   

 

MR. ROBINSON:       Oral Robinson.  Me is not a man of lots of words but I have something to 

say. JAMALCO port deh deh so from we a little pickney until now and we 

done spoil up the whole environment long time, you understand me, you 

see the environmentalist thing right now, you see if a something good can 

come here to benefit we so we don't thief and rob, bring it come, a that mi 

a say, because right now nothing nuh deh yah fi benefit we, house and 

sinting a mash down, yuh understand whey mi a say?  All right, yah so a 

Salt River, up there a Torington, mi nuh see nuh whey nuh blasting drop 

down nuh house, two little cracks might come, but what mi a say, it better 

fi  help we and the pickney dem because we nuh have nuh wuk so if it can 

help we, do that fi we, because as mi a say mi nuh have nuff word fi say 

still, yuh understand father but one of the greatest thing fi we right now, 

JAMALCO over there so and it done spoil up the whole environment, 

spoil up the whole sea life already and this nah go spoil up nothing so 

everything bless, you hear,sir.   

 

DR. DOUGLAS:        Thank you very much, they have been noted.  

 

MS JONES:            I am from Torington and I have to secure my community.  Those deep 

holes from the dredging around the back, will it be back filled.  

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         Not dredging, you mean the mining.  

 

MS JONES:            Depth, you have depth around there, cows going down in there, many 

things can go down in there, will they be backfilled after they are dug?  

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         Thanks for raising the point.   At this stage that is not a part of what the 

study involves, we are just concerned with the conveyor transportation 

corridor and the port.  When we come to do at some future date, the 

Environmental Impact Assessment for the quarry differently, then we must 

address that as a part of it.  What I can share with you though, is that we 

have the Mining Act and we have under the Mining Act a mining license 

being issued to the person or company engaged in doing the quarrying.  

The Mining Act requires that when you disturb the land through mining 
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you must rehabilitate the land, you have to restore it, reclaim it, we can't 

restore it to what it was originally but we must rehabilitate. So from that 

point of view, yes it must be done and what I said at the very beginning is 

that if the company does not do it themselves, at least the Government has 

provided the laws that ensure that they have to post a bond of US$25,000 

per hectare of land so if they don't do it, the Government has the money to 

do it, so yes it must be done by somebody at some point, what form and 

shape it will take is something that the government will decide on and that 

will come in the form of the rehabilitation plan and this is why I said at 

some future date if we are doing a quarry EIA, you have to produce a 

mining plan, you have to produce a rehabilitation plan.  Thanks for the 

question.  

 

MR. ROBINSON:  Sir, beg yuh a couple seconds, sir, please.  All right, sir, out of this 

production now, what a go gwaan, if it happen or when it happen, what 

will happen to we in the community?  

 

 HER LADYSHIP:  I can't speak really at this stage on behalf of the....  

 

MR. ROBINSON:      If you can give us water oonu would a co me in like God.  

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         This is the type of thing we want to hear so it is recorded.  

 

MR. ROBINSON:       If you can come and help we and give we water run down the whole 

place.  

 

DR. DOUGLAS:        Oral, you are helping us a lot when you say this, because the developers 

will know what kind of change, what kinds of needs are there so when 

they develop their community development programme, it is possible they 

will put water.  

 

MR. BOOTH:           I am Loxley Booth from Brats Hill.  With the dredging that you are talking 

about outside in the sea, I don't know really how further you have to 

dredge but dredging go on between Rocky Point and Port Esquivel 

regularly.  

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         I know, that is called maintenance dredging which is different. What you 

do initially here is to do the dredging as a construction dredging activity 

and then the dredged spoil or the material that you excavate, you use it to 

create land. 

 

MR. BOOTH:           Landfill.  

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         Yes, excellent, landfill, thanks and then now once you have the landfill, 

extra land you can store the stockpile of material.  Now in time as the Salt 

River and other waters rush off the land and carry silt in it, it's going to fill 
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up a basin so you have to dredge it. 

 

MR. BOOTH:           Maintenance. 

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         Yes thank you very much. 

 

CHAIRMAN:            Any more questions or concerns?  

 

MR. RUDDERFORD: Albert Rudderford.  I want to ask you a direct question and tell you 

something.  For the past three years we have been examining the storm 

and if you look, because of the environment what is here now, the cockpit 

mountains now are failing as the educational  system meck that right, (sic) 

so it is failing and if you can find a way round as he has said to get 

something but save the environment and what I have to say about the 

question and answer, I am going to ask the question and wait for an 

answer.  This cockpit mountain, that is only one we have left to secure 

Jamaica and the storm that blow, especially the last storm, it ruin Salt 

River very much because of the cockpit mountains and I don't have 

nothing to say about it, because I just go and come, I have just go and 

come, but we are asking people to be very very careful about the cockpit 

mountains. 

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         Thank you very much for your comments Mr. Rudderford, they are noted.  

As you heard in the presentation that I had made, one of the things we will 

be looking at are areas that are in need in the quarry that we will have to 

put in buffer zones and buffer zone is a method for example to minimize 

or mitigate the impact of natural hazard such as hurricanes. Thanks for the 

point, it is taken into account and recorded. 

  

MR. BRYAN:           Mi hear mi brethren ask a question and mi didn't hear the respond, how the 

community will benefit.  

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         What I am saying, what he is saying is very very important, because the 

corporation is going to develop a community development and community 

relations plan and communications plan and as far as it is possible to assist 

the community to meet some of its needs through a proper formal structure 

with your representatives and a committee, they are going to do so, we 

know that they are already thinking along these lines.  As to how far they 

will commit themselves, I don't think you can do that right now, but I am 

certain that they will because they are responsible corporate citizens who 

want to work with the community in a number of ways and what Oral just 

said is one of the big needs around here is water, so we are glad for that, 

that is why we are here this evening, so it is recorded here and we will be 

communicating to them.  Okay thank you very much for your comments.   

 

CHAIRMAN:           Any more questions.   
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MR. MARAGH:          I would like for the audience to be aware that we are not trying to 

stop this project in any way, I think that is like a negative, but in no way 

we are suggesting that we would like to stop this project.  As a matter of 

fact it was a month ago I went to Jampro and you remember that, there 

was this steel mill that was supposed to be placed in that same area up 

there and I went personally to Jampro to see if they can find that investor 

or another one to do a similar thing up there, so we would like to create 

employment in this area, but at the same time we have to think of what 

Mr. Rudderford just said, he could have a point, the hurricanes used to 

pass to north and shift away but they are now coming straight into us here, 

so we need to look at it .  I just don't want you to go away with the 

impression that we are trying to stop this thing.  

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         These are very important points ladies and gentlemen, very important 

point, Mr. Maragh, what we seek is balance and what we try to do is 

ensure sustainable development and as I said earlier, we don't want to take 

one step forward and two backward,  that is not the intention because 

nobody benefits that way, so all of these things will be taken into account 

in carrying out the study. 

 

MS WILMOTT:          Daphne  Wilmott.  My comment is only the blasting of the hill, because if 

it blast we all going to die down here because the water coming back 

down on us, that is all that I am saying, the blasting I am concerned about 

because all the homes them here will be covered under water because 

everything up there the water headed down here, and if it break everything 

gone, all of us gone, just like what happen in Port Morant there. That is 

only what I have to say, I would like you not to blast, anything at all you 

want to do do it but do not blast the hill, because we all would die. 

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         Thank you very much and please be assured that all the actions that will be 

taken will take these things into account and what will be done is to make 

certain the best possible way is done to protect the community, project 

life, and protect limb and protect the resources upon which you depend.   

 

MS WONG:             Kayon Wong. I wasn't here from the start of the meeting but I would like 

to ask, if everything goes accorded to plan, when will we see things start 

happening. 

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         Very good question Kayon, believe you me I really can't answer you 

absolutely accurate at this time but I think based on where we are, it seems 

as if somewhere in the third quarter of this year, end of second quarter, 

third quarter a permit could be issued, the earlier that is done the sooner 

you will see things happening, then after that they will have to complete 

all the project management and construction management thing so if that 

is done you could see something happening as early as last quarter 2008 or 
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first quarter 2009.   

 

MR. BOOTH:           I have a suggestion to give. You see like how the dredging a go cause a 

problem, that might cause a problem, we have one of the biggest 

warehouse sitting here idle up by Salt River by the wharf, that warehouse, 

the purpose was the same shipping, just a little above JAMALCO.  Ship 

come here and take sixty thousand tonnes, forty thousand tonnes of sugar, 

you understand and no problem, you tug it from existing wharf we have 

there out to the sea, then to the ship, load on the ship for export purposes 

so if you you have a problem with dredging you could look if you could 

acquire that warehouse sitting there like a big white elephant idle, people 

want more vandalize it more than anything else, you could acquire that 

warehouse,  store the aggregates there and ship from there.  

 

CHAIRMAN:            Loxley,  what you are doing is one of the parts of the EIA known as 

alternative analysis, and we are glad you are proposing this, it is not a part 

of what is planned now, what is planned is a dedicated limestone court 

coming from the the side of JAMALCO, brown side, but in terms of 

economic feasibility that's not possible,  and I don't think it will be done 

but will be considered in the alternative.  

 

MR. MARAGH:         I don't think the amount they plan to ship would be feasible there, it would 

take a long time.  When sugar was shipped from there, we had the ships 

come over every two weeks, but with amount they plan to ship we are 

going to have like four ships per week. 

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         It's not feasible nor economical and the logistics again is another problem. 

Thank you Mr. Maragh.   

 

MR. MARAGH:         Just to remind us that our Member of Parliament is the Minister of 

Environment and Planning.  

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         Yes yes, and I couldn't get him this evening, I have to call him and 

apologize most profusely. 

 

MR. MARAGH:         I told him and I told him that I would be here. 

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         Thank you very much and tell him he would know who sends his regard 

and apology and I will be in touch with him shortly, we had to get on with 

it, and I know he would come but he has greater national responsibility, so 

we will inform him and I hope he will have sufficient notice so that he can 

be in attendance the next time.  

 

MR. MARAGH:        You know he has the final say, so we have to get it right.   

 

THE WITNESS:         Any more concerns?  Any more questions?  I want, on behalf of the Salt 
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River, Torrington, Brads Hill community, I want to thank all of you for 

coming, Parish Council including Mr. Maragh, Mr. Singh, Mr. Spence, 

Mr. Roberts, thank you all for coming and I hope we will all come out to 

the other follow up consultation meeting that you will hear about.  

 

DR. DOUGLAS:         Thank you very much. Thank you very much for having us.  Thanks again 

Miss Thomas for chairing, it was a pleasure to be here, as part of the 

process and you will see us from time to time. thank you again. 

   

 

A D J O U R N M E N T 
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AGENDA 

AGENDA 
 

 
 

FIRST PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING FOR THE PROPOSED 

PORT FACILITY AND CO NVEYOR CORRIDOR TO BE DEVELOPED 

BY RINKER JAMAICA LIMITED  
 

Chairman:   Ms. Daisy Thomas 

   Community Liaison Officer 

 

1. Call to Order  

 

2. Prayers 

 

3. Welcome & Introduction s 

 

4. Presentations       

 

 

1. Proposed Construction of Port 

Facility and Conveyor Corridor 

at Rocky Point, Clarendon 

 

Dr. Conrad Douglas 

President & Managing Director 

Conrad Douglas & Associates Ltd. 

 

 

 

5. Questions & Answers 

 

 

6. Adjournment  

 CONRAD DOUGLAS &  ASSOCIATES L IMITED  

 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEM ENT CONSULTANTS 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

Fact Sheet 
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FACT SHEET 

 

FACT SHEET
 

PROJECT:  Construction of a Proposed Port Facility and 

Conveyor Corridor at Rocky Point, Clarendon. 

 

PROPONENT:  Rinker Jamaica Limited 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS :  Conrad Douglas & Associates Limited 

 
The objective of the meeting is to inform and educate members of the surrounding communities of the 

proposed project site and environs, and most importantly, for them to voice their concerns and views. The 
presentation of the meeting will be done by Rinkerôs Environmental Management Consultants, Conrad 

Douglas & Associates Limited, and they will provide information on the following: 

What is the project about? 
Rinker Jamaica Limited proposes to construct a Port Facility and Conveyor Corridor to facilitate the 
expansion and upgrade of the Brazilletto Quarry from an output of 500,000 tons/year to an output of 6-10 

million tons/year of crushed, sized and washed limestone aggregate. 

Where and when the project will be undertaken? 
The Proposed Port Facility will be constructed at the Rocky Point Port in Rocky Point, Clarendon. This 

implementation will commence as soon as a Permit is granted by NEPA. 

Why is this project being undertaken? 
The project seeks to exploit the value of limestone in Jamaica for the export market. 

The proposed port facility will facilitate the shipping of limestone aggregate to supply the foreign market 

in Florida for which Rinker has approximately 40% market share. 

How will the project be implemented? 

The proposed Conveyor Corridor will transport the crushed, sized and washed limestone aggregate from 
the quarry to the port facility where it will be loaded into a 60,000 ton capacity PANAMAX vessel for 

shipping. A turning basin and channel for vessels to berth will be created by dredging the area to suitable 

depth and width. 
 

 

 

 CONRAD DOUGLAS &  ASSOCIATES L IMITED  

Telephone: (876) 929-0025/0023/8824 

Fax: (876) 929-8823 
Email:  estech@infochan.com; cdaestech@hotmail.com 

mailto:estech@infochan.com
mailto:cdaestech@hotmail.com
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APPENDIX 3 
 

Invitation  
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INVITATION 

INVITATION
 

RINKER JAMAICA L IMITED  

INVITES YOU TO THE 

FIRST PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING  
ON THE 

ENVIRONMENTA L IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

FOR 

THE PROPOSED PORT FACILITY AND CONVEYOR CORRIDOR AT ROCKY POINT , CLARENDON  
VENUE:   THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 

SALT RIVER, CLARENDON 

DATE :   TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2008 
TIME :   6:00 P.M. 

 
The objective of the meeting is to inform and educate members of the surrounding communities of the proposed 
project site and environs, and most importantly, for them to voice their concerns and views. The presentation of the 

meeting will be done by Rinkerôs Environmental Management Consultants, Conrad Douglas & Associates 

Limited , and they will provide information on the following: 

What is the project about? 
Rinker Jamaica Limited proposes to construct a Port Facility and Conveyor Corridor to facilitate the expansion and 

upgrade of the Brazilletto Quarry from an output of 500,000 tons/year to an output of 6-10 million tons/year of 

crushed, sized and washed limestone aggregate. 

Where and when the project will be undertaken? 
The Proposed Port Facility will be constructed at the Rocky Point Port in Rocky Point, Clarendon. This 

implementation will commence as soon as a Permit is granted by NEPA. 

Why is this project being undertaken? 
The project seeks to exploit the value of limestone in Jamaica for the export market. 

The proposed port facility will facilitate the shipping of limestone aggregate to supply the foreign market in Florida 

for which Rinker has approximately 40% market share. 

How will the project be implemented? 
The proposed Conveyor Corridor will transport the crushed, sized and washed limestone aggregate from the quarry 

to the port facility where it will be loaded into a 60,000 ton capacity PANAMAX vessel for shipping. A turning 

basin and channel for vessels to berth will be created by dredging the area to suitable depth and width. 

 

 

 

 CONRAD DOUGLAS &  ASSOCIATES L IMITED  

Telephone: (876) 929-0025/0023/8824 
Email:  estech@infochan.com; cdaestech@hotmail.com  

mailto:estech@infochan.com
mailto:cdaestech@hotmail.com
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APPENDIX 4 
 

The Public Meeting Presentation  
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THE PUBLIC MEETING PRESENTATION 

RINKER JAMAICA LIMITED

PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING

FOR 

THE PROPOSED PORT FACILITY AND CONVEYOR 
CORRIDOR TO BE DEVELOPED BY

RINKER JAMAICA LIMITED

IN ROCKY POINT, CLARENDON

FEBRUARY 5, 2008 

Conrad Douglas & Associates LimitedRinker Jamaica Limited

PRESENTATION APPROACH

Â WHO?
Â WHAT?
Â WHERE?
Â WHEN?
Â WHY?
Â HOW?
Â ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS
Â POTENTIAL IMPACTS
Â MITIGATION MEASURES
Â ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING

Conrad Douglas & Associates LimitedRinker Jamaica Limited

WHO IS RINKER?

Â Rinker Jamaica is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Rinker Group. 

Â One of the worldôs top 10 construction materials 
groups. 

Â Rinker Group has operations in aggregates, cement, 
concrete, asphalt and concrete pipe and products. 

Â Rinker recently acquired Brazilletto Quarry 

Â formerly owned and operated by Chemical Lime 
Plant

Conrad Douglas & Associates LimitedRinker Jamaica Limited

WHAT? 

Â Construct ion of a Port and Conveyor Corridor at 
Rocky Point, Clarendon 

Â Upgrading and expansion of Brazilletto Quarry to 
increase output levels of limestone aggregates.

Â 500,000 tonnes per year to 6 - 10 million tonnes per 
year of crushed, sized and washed limestone 
aggregate.

Â Investment is in the order of US$300 million

Conrad Douglas & Associates LimitedRinker Jamaica Limited
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WHERE?

Â Proposed Port Facility will be constructed at Rocky 
Point, Clarendon 

Â close to Jamalco Rocky Point Port

Â Routing of conveyor corridor from the Brazilletto 
Quarry to the Proposed Port facility via Salt River 
community.

Conrad Douglas & Associates LimitedRinker Jamaica Limited

WHEN?

Â The project will start-up immediately upon 
receipt of a Permit to do so from NEPA

Â The construction activities of the project 
are proposed to be completed in three 
years.

Conrad Douglas & Associates LimitedRinker Jamaica Limited

 

WHY?

Â Jamaica has an abundance of  high quality 
limestone, however, its value has not been 
exploited anywhere near to its full potential. 

Â Crushed, sized and washed limestone 
aggregates will be exported to supply RinkerΩs 
foreign market.

Â Potential vast increase in investment revenue 
and job creation for Jamaica.

Conrad Douglas & Associates LimitedRinker Jamaica Limited

HOW ?

Â The main operation will involve: drilling, blasting, 
crushing, sizing and washing of Limestone aggregate.

Â Crushed, sized and washed limestone aggregate will 
be transported via conveyor corridor at Brazilletto 
Quarry and stockpiled close to the proposed port.

Â The stockpiles of finished limestone aggregate will be 
loaded into 60,000 tonnes capacity PANAMAX vessel 
using a high capacity ship loader.

Conrad Douglas & Associates LimitedRinker Jamaica Limited
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HOW? cont.

Â The port is expected to receive 2- 4 vessels per 
week to facilitate project throughput level.

Â Channel and turning basin will be developed for 
vessels to berth by dredging a 100m wide area to 
a depth of 14 m.

Conrad Douglas & Associates LimitedRinker Jamaica Limited

Channel and 
Turning Basin

 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
PROCESS 

Â The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) will 
be conducted against approved Guidelines and 
Agreement with NEPA

Â The EIA will be investigated and assessed 
thoroughly in respect of the following for the 
project:
Â Legislations, Policies, Standards and Regulations

Â Bio-physical environment

Â Geo-physical environment

Â Hydrology

Conrad Douglas & Associates LimitedRinker Jamaica Limited

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
PROCESS 

Â Natural Hazard & Risk Assessment

Â Marine Environment

Â Terrestrial and Riverine Ecology

Â Avifauna

Â Water Assessment

Â Ambient Air Quality Assessment

Â Audiometric Survey 

Â Natural Hazards and Risk Assessment

Â socio-cultural Assessment

Â Identification of Potential Environmental Impacts and 
Mitigation
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KEY POLICIES, LEGISLATIONS, 
REGULATIONS  & STANDARDS

Â Agenda 21

Â The NRCA) Act, 1991

Â The Wildlife Protection Act, 1945

Â The Beach Control Act, 1956

Â The Watershed Protection Act, 1963

Â The Town & Country Planning Act, 1987

Â The Water Resources Act, 1995/The Underground 
Water Control Act, 1959

Conrad Douglas & Associates LimitedRinker Jamaica Limited

KEY POLICIES, LEGISLATIONS, 
REGULATIONS  & STANDARDS

Â The Jamaica National Heritage Trust Act, 1985

Â The Public Health Act of 1926 & 1974, Environmental 
Control Division (ECD).

Â Disaster Preparedness & Emergency Management 
Act, 1993 

Â National Solid Waste Management Authority Act, 
2001 

Â Occupational Safety & Health Act, 2003 (DRAFT) 

Conrad Douglas & Associates LimitedRinker Jamaica Limited

 

 


